
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

December 2020 

 

Dear Parent 

Year 13 Trial Exams – Important Information 

Year 13 students will be taking trial exams from Monday 4th to Friday 8th January. Students have received an 

overview of the trial exam timetable along with revision planning resources and will soon receive their individual 

trial exam timetable. Recent tutorial time has been spent planning for these trial exams.  

Trial exams have always been an important part of the year 13 calendar but this year they take on additional 

importance. The absence of end of year 12 exams means that this year group has not yet had a rehearsal of the 

formal examination window. Should the summer exams go ahead as normal, or even in a modified form, the 

trial exams are critical preparation for this. They allow students to revise a significant proportion of material as 

well as rehearse for the real exams. However, should we be required, like last year, to submit Centre Assessed 

Grades to be awarded to students, the trial exams will be a part of a portfolio of evidence that we use to award 

a grade. For this reason, students must take these exams very seriously and prepare thoroughly for them.  

We want the trial exams to be a positive experience for students and give them the best possible opportunity 

to be successful. Therefore, this year we have taken extra steps to support students in their preparations for 

these important trial exams. Students have received guidance on the topics to be covered in each exam to help 

inform and maximise the effectiveness of their revision. Each department has structured their trial exams so 

that it assesses approximately 50% of the course, and that at least some content covered during lockdown is 

included to identify any gaps or weaknesses. 

Another benefit of the trial exam process is for students to identify the areas they need to develop so that they 

can be addressed in lessons and independent work between February and June. 

The year group bubble arrangements has complicated the trial exam process. Therefore, we have kept the trial 

exam window limited to one week to minimise time away from the classroom. Students will only be expected 

on site for their trial exams. It is impossible, due to space limitations, to run trial exams and lessons under the 

current arrangements. This will create an intense experience for many students but gives them a chance to 

rehearse the organisation and independence skills that will be required in the end of year exams. The library 

will remain open for students who would like to use this resource for independent study and revision.  

You will receive a copy of your daughter/son’s trial exam results. This is closely followed by our scheduled 

parents’ evening on 9th February. It is likely that this evening will need to be modified but you will still have the 

same opportunity to speak with subject teachers and receive advice and information to support your 

daughter/son in the final months before the summer exams. I will write to you in the new year with details 

about this. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support in this first term back at school after a disrupted year. Staff have been impressed 

by the approach of year 13 students since their return and all departments are pleased with the progress that 

is being made. Attendance at the catch-up sessions is excellent with students taking full advantage of this extra 

support. Year 13 students have been faultless in their approach to regulations and restrictions in place and we 

are very proud of the example they are setting to younger students.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr S Williams 

Director of Sixth Form 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


